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FSLE O N A TIRED TRAITOR 
"SOMEBODY seems to think he's seen Alfred Dawes/' said 
Hunter. Dawes? . . . He must be clocking on a hit now," said 
Callan. "Nonsense." Hunter's voice was testy, "He can't be a 
day over 60. A man in Ms prime." OK dear, oTa dear, thought 
Caiian, When will I learn to be tactful? 

" D a w e s , " H u n t e r s a i d a g a i n . " T h e first o f t h e g r e a t d e f e c t o r s . S e l l 
all thou hast and give 
it to the Russians. . . 

" ae sold for cash 
then ?" H u n t e r g l a r e d , 
a n d C a l l a n a d d e d g e n t l y , 
"It was a little before mu 
time." 

" H.OW you do tiarp on. 
a g e , " s a i d H u n t e r . " B u t i t 
was a cash deal. The K.G.B. 
g a v e h i m a q u a r t e r of a 
m i l l i o n , a n d h e g a v e t l i e m 
a l l h e k n e w a b o u t t h e H -
b o m b w e w e r e t r y i n g t o 
m a k e . . . h e k n e w r a t h e r 
a l o t . " 

" Where was he spotted ? " 
C a l l a n a s k e d . 

" C o r d o b a , " s a id H u n t e r . 
« Where?" . 
" I t ' s • i n S p a i n , " , s a i d 

H u n t e r [dnfily. " M o r e 
p r e c i s e l y i n A n d a l u c i a . 
M o o r i s h c i ty . Y o u ' l l l ike I t . " 

" I'm going then ? 
" I n d e e d vou are ," said 

Hunter . " Y o u ' r e going to 
br ing h im back." 

Hun te r swivelled to ti^e 
dr inks ts-ble, measured precise 
amounts of ice. Cliivas Reaal 
a n d w a t e r inso a Wsterfor<3 
tvraitolev. and toMed lh« 
m i x t u r e to Callan, his hands 
a s sure as a pharmacis t ' s . . . 
Callan took a heal thy swig. 
H e ha ted defector j o b s ; so 
often they invoked h e a r t 
rending grief. 

" Who spotted him ?" h e 
asked. 

" K e i t h , " said Hun te r . 
" Sandy Keith ? " 
" M r . Alexander Kei th to 

you." said Hunter . " H e ' s 
onlv addressed as Sandy 
when he appears on t h a t 
squalid little box." 

Sandy Keith, t h o u g h t 
Callan. Telly pundi t . King 
of t he highbrow chat-shows. 
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Whimsically intellectual . di£B-
dently progressive—and with 
a dash, no more, of Scottish 
feyness. 

"He would recognise Dawes 
after all these years ? " 

" Twenty - seven," s a i d 
Hunter . " Indeed he would. 
T h e y were a t Carnbridge 
together—as undergraduates 
a n d dons. He served a s 
secretary to the H-bomb 

group I>awes worked with.— 
as a - civil servant , t h a t is. 
Kei th 's no t a scientist ." He 
waited unti l Cal lan had taken 
ano ther sin of •^• 'TJSV-V. 

" Y o u won't like him," he 
said. " T h a t doesn' t ma t te r . 
Ju s t talk to him—then, go and 
fetch Dawes. for me." 

His hands scoopei up the 
file from the Shera ton table, 
and handed i t . t o Callan : 

yel low cover, survei l lance 
o n i y . • 

" Yon doM^i iaani Dames 
fcTiocfced off. t / i e n ? " Cal lan 
asked ' as he took it. 

"Ce r t a in ly not • jus t bring 
h i m to me, a s I said." ' 

Good dog. t hough t Callan. 
Fe tch it. ' Good boy. He 
finished the whisky and rose. 

" Suppose he won't come ? " 
'• " I have every confidence tn 

your powers . of oersuasion," 
said Hunter . 

Once Callan would have 
argtied t h a t one, but not any 
more. Hunter wanted Dawes, 
and all Callan could do about 
it was the best he could, and 
he wouldn't know what t h a t 
would be till he got to Cor-. 

dotoa. Bes t to sare Jils breath. 
He walked to t he dooic, t h e n 
turned, one Question still 
unasfeed. 

" Why won't I like Sandy 
Keith ? " 

" He's no t likeable," said 
Hunter . 

CALLAN spent the rest of 
the day with Dawes's 
file, and mulled over it 
as he drove to Keith 's 

house m H a m p s t e a d . 
Alfred Dawes, M.A.(Cantab.). 
Ph.D., a whizz-kid gi:ammar 
school boy who had won a 
physics scholarship to his 
college, and gone on to 
achieve fantastic things by 
the time he was thirty—and 

tt2en, wlien He was tliJrty-

t h t ee , beUa-sed h \s CQ\\x\\-n» 
took the monev and ran. 

I t too^ a h sorts, Callan 
thought, but the ones who 
took the money sooner or 
la ter h a d to talk to Hunter , 
even if Huhter had to wait 
2T years and Oallan had. to 
bring them back from. Spain. 
Good dog. Fetch. Fetch. 

He parked the car by a neat 
little Georgian box a stroll 
away from the Vale of Hea l th . 
Gleaming maroon dooi-s; 

•gleaming brass knocker. Very 
nice . . Callan walked up a 
pa th of worn brick between 
two manicured lawns, and a 
girl looked up from the flower
bed she was weeding : a long-
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legged brunette wlti2:» pout-

deplored his suit. 
" Y e s ? " She said. 
" Mr. Keith," said. .CaUan. 

"I have an appointment." 
Slie didn' t believe, i t : she 

wouldn't have believed i t if 
he'd told her what two a n d 
two made. 

•' Mr. Hunter sent ' vie," 
Callan said. " My Tiame's 
CaUan." 

••1 see." She siiood up 
then, taking oiX her garden
ing gloves. Her legs were 
admiraDle, but her mouth still 
pouted. • 'Somehow we hadn ' t , 
expected anyone q i i i t e - s o - ^ " 
Her voice tailed bfif, - a n d 
Callan wished desperately to 
know quite so • what- and 
hated h^r for no t teUiiig him,, 
as she preceded him to the 
I ron t dooT. 

" You'd better come In. I 
suppose," she said, then, a s .he 
did so, " Vou. didn' t bring a 
briefcase—I mean .-(or ta\je-
recorders and' thlags? " 

• ".No briefcase," said Callan. 
No. -357 Magnum either, h e 
thought, , b u t then a- didn' t 
expect I 'd. have to - shoot my 
way in. . . . She waited while 
he wiped. his , fe et. , :. 

Ekk OWN a corridor, Ithen a 
) • room tha t held a Persian 
^ carpet, an oil by Dera te 

and A water-cDlbur by 
Turner, and a Shefatbn sofa-, 
table 'a lmost ' ' as good a s 
Hunter 's—a room t h a t would 
be insured for scores of 
thousands of potohds. Cha t 
shows, i t seemed, paid well. 

. The man behind the desk 
seemed smaller t h a n he 

ihe Scottish 

wanted: to h e a r : .•; , / can t 
afve you dJetails." heVbegan. 

• I t would be improper of 
me to request them.'V said 

^ " ^ e r i t Dawes is accountable 
for his actions," said C a n a n . 
" He will be brought to 
account . " . ; 

• 'By you 7 " 
" lhats not decided y^t.".: 
"i hope It 's you." said 

Keith. " I ' v e dea l t - with your V 
sor t before—dunng my days 
^ tbe^Ministry. Von look^as 
if you'd be more t h a n ade-
auate at that sort of 
a c c o u n t i n g . " .-. . . . 

Ttoe nastivest. comioV\meTn.t. I 
ever received, though t Callan. 

" Cordoba t b e beautiful ," 
said K e i t h . " .The mos t 
exquisite of m o s q u e s , t h e 
loveliest of balconied s t ree t s 
where Chr i s t i an : a n d A r a b 
a n d Jew lived, t o g e t h e r . a n d 
were con ten t , under, t h e 
benign: rule of Moorish - kings. 
— And then . a las . Cordoba 
fell." . . . 
' S top wri t ing your script , 
though t Cal lan. J u s t tell m e , 
where Dawes is and let m e 
get back, t o sanitV-

"Cordoba—-one ot- the three 
g r e a t iewels in t h e .Moslem 
c r o w n . T h e e q u a l , of 
Damascus , or w h a t J o h n 
Mil ton c a l l s the- g r e a t . 
A l c a l r o — . ^ ' , , 

•• Whereabouts is Dawes?" 
said • Callan'. • . : ' . :.-

." I'll tafee^ you to .. hiitti" 
said Hcltn. r • ' ;̂ ' ' 

"Tltttt loou't ^e.tiecessttTu." 
" Oh. hut :it will," •Keith 

said.' " K i r s t y • arid"' 1 • . a r e 
going back there to do sqihe 
work on " t h e p r o g r a m m e ^ 
a n d anyway, I ' ins is t , ' " 
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And Cal lan knew he m e a n t 
it: if-there was to be a dea th . 
Ke i th wanted to b e , i n o n , i t . 
otherwise - h is . meiribrv would 
go again. , and , .so 'would 
Kirsty's: 

Caiian pu t dotra -his .glass 
of 'whistrv'd water , a h d said :. 
"I'll pass on what you've 
told me." • ; • . 

" Please do." ' said KPith; 
and: ;Cal lan, rbse> ' "That 
Milton- vou' mentioned — does 
he write vour seripts for 
vou?" he asked. . K e i t h 
nodded . aga in : ">h6: ' could 
afford to. He waS'well ahead 

.oh: points • . . Kirsty' Lomax 
..led Cal lan to the doiSr. Wb'»Ti 

thev r eached i t • she > said, 
".Yau're .damn r u d e . " . ; • 
"'• I • know."., said Callan. " 7 

worry About ' i t . Doyo i t tWnfe 
. it icdiild he' because of the 

comvanff.'I'ke'ep?" ' 
•The door s l an imed ' behind 

h im. and h e got in to t h e ca t , 
drove off- towards t he hea th . 

He'd heard there had been 
foxes. sighted.; there , a n d . su re 
enough h e . saw o n e . t h a t 
dashed . across t h e road i n 
front of h im with a - p i g e o n 
in i t s m o u t h . I t was-a-charm
ing beast, flaring russef pelt, 
ia imty .movements, a n d ' s o . h e 
swerved - to avoid ~ i t ^ a n d t h e 
fox renald hini by saving h i s 
life. For as he sweirved t h e 

, bullet entered t h e - windscreen 
to his left, thudded into -t^he 

^passenger sea t and kept ' ;on 
. g o i n g .. • : ',• 

in to a" deserted bv-road. 
braked- an'd leaned from t h e 
car- r ight h a n d Ins tan t ly 
reaching^ for. a •3.'i7' Magnt im 
h e w a s n t carrvlhg. ' - 1-

He hadn ' t . ' t hough t he'd 
• need • one., iu=t • drive across 
..Harrinstead Heath.;: :=" ' . . 

looked'on the.b6.v.. small, spry- • gin^H? i S ^ ' b l c a i ^ - a 
and enormotisly fit fofa .man " J l & : ^ n ^ ' S / r , S l n t ^ 
secl̂ v " ̂  .S%d ^ % ' • S l l ^ ^ ' ^ ^ g ^ ' ^ ^ ^ S 

' Theri he's probably lying," 
said Keith. " All . Security 
men do." He smiled'Vto show 
tha t there were no hard-feel
ings. •' Get hiln -a - dr ink. 
Kirsty." :]., y 

T h e girl poured •••Irom a 
bottle as if it -.contained her : 
life's blood, and handed it to 
Callan. i , 

" ra like' water with it;", he 
said. 

•• It 's fltteen year; old single 
malt ," said the girl. 

"I'd xtill like, water." ' 
She picked up a carafe and 

drowned his drink.- ' 
" 1 take it you're riot a Scot, 

Mr. Callan," said Keith. 
',7Vo." said Callan. " / ' m 

?iot.": He sipped his- whisky-
flavoured water. "But then 
I'm a liar; so when l say No 
I probably mean Yes and I'm 
an undercoiier- man' tor the 
Scottish Nationalists^ He 
smiled to show . t h a t t he r e 
were no hard feelings,. 

T h e girl, Kirsiy, ^looked 
lurious, but Kei th • merely 
nodded as one acknowledging 
a point scored by an opponent 
on a cha t show. , 

• you've c o m e a b o u t 
Dawes," he said, " W h a t wiU 
you do to h im ? " 

Sandy Keith 's eyes Were 
expectant, anticipating a t reat . 

'What I'm told" Said 
CaUan, a n d Kei th 's m o u t h 
pouted as the girl's had done. 
Callan looked from him to 
Kirsty-

iNOCCUPIED house 
I with a balcony." 
I saiji H j i h t e r . I d e a l 

. , . for a " sn iper . - ' . No 
nngerJDiTints o r any th ing of 
t h a t s o r t No -cartridge. shell. 
Oiie wouldn' t (?xoect t h a t if i t 
was a pro. -; B u t ; we have 
identified the bullet. -. Russian 
—oj; so t h e bofflns th ink . 
High .velocltv. T h a t arobaMv 
means a . Kalashjcinov --rifle 
with a telescopic sight. Vou 
were lucky. . . Who knew you'd 
be going • t h a t way ? « • , 

. ."Keith." said C a l l a n . " A T i d 
the alrl saw me drive off." ' 

.̂ ';• •^Jit. why^^ on ea r th should 
he ?." sa id ;Hunte r . 

. Callan, . shrugged. , " roit 
.wp.re' r i o h t - a b o u t Of s thino." 

" B u t Mr, Callan; I t d o e s n t 
make seiise." said Lonely. • 

" I'm whimsical." said Cal
lan. "1 always was. Even in 
the Scrubs." 
-. r^nely,-. sighed. - H e - could 
never unders tand Mr. Callsto's 
pa-ssion for breaking iiito posh 
gaffs and . t h e n n o t nicking 
anything.-

alone. . . . 
" B u t we a re alon^V< said; 

Keith. " K i r s t y knows aUiriyv 

She " Isn't going to know 
mine, t h o u g h t Callan. 

" Besides, she was there" 
when I saw Dawes." 

Perjiaps you'd explain 

. „ modest? ''said^rLonely. 
, "A hundred nicfccr."^ 
i. "Bl imey ," said .Lonely, " i t 
'mus t , be .a tough one.'.' .- ' 

"MaTison • aUrrn system," 
added Callan. " I saw it." 

T h e smell came then, bu t 
the merest whIfE, t he first 
h in t of a breeze t h a t could 

where you come into this, ^vet become a g a l e force wind. 
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Centre, HagleyKd. 
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DERBY Derwent St. Tel: 46297 
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NEWPORT 12Clarence Place. 
Tel: 56932 
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TeC 712774 
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Tel' 21545' 
N d m NG HA M112 Radford Rd. 
GrcQOty Boulevard. Tel: 74361 
PAIGNTON 7 HydeRd. 
Tel: 523837 
PETERBOROUGH 6 Bretton 
Centre. Tel: 263995 
PLYMOUTH 12 Stonehouse S t 
Tel: 60575 
POOLE Rossmore Parade, 
Ringwood Rd., Parkstone. 
Tel: Patkstone 748952 
PORTSMOUTH 140 Fratton Rd. 
Tel: 23854 
SHREWSBURY 33 Riverside 
Centre. Tel: S0214 

SOUTHAMPTON Shiriey 
Precinct, Redcar S t Tel: 781657 
STOKE 39 London Rd. 
Tel: 46094 
SWINDON 93 Cticklade Rd. 
Tel: 31945 
TRURO Duke St/Princ8's S t 
Tel: 6567. 
WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA 
797 London Rd. 
Tel: Southend 713423 
W E S T O N - S U P E R - M A R E 
Carleton S t , Dolphin Square 
Precinct. Tel: 32346 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Cleveland St. Tel: 772443 

WUnl'ColErf ine i 
Tel: 27750 
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& HOME COUNTIES 

C A M B E R W E L L 23 Caniberwell 
Rd.. S.E.5. Tel: 01-703 3445 
C L A P H A M 29 Battersea Ris», 
Clapham. Tel:- 01 -228 7430 
E A L I N G 145 Uxbridge Rd, W 1 3 . 
Tel: 01-567 4259 
F A R N H A M The Borough. 
Tel; 25829 
F I N C H ' L E Y 832 High Rd., N 1 2 . 
Tel: 01-446 347S 

Tel: 01 -858 3872 
HARROW 11 -Masons Avenue, 
Wealdstone. Tel: 01 -427 3111 
HIGH WYCOMBE 
4 8 Frogmoor.Tel; 36941 
HOVE 58 Boundary Rd. 
Tel: Brighton 411490 
ILFORD 110 Goodmayes Rd., 
Goodmayes. Tel: 01 -599 9296 
LEYTONSTONE771 High Rd. 
Tel: 01-556 3450 
PETTS WOOD 17 Chatsworth 
Parade, Queensway. 
Tel: Orpington 37900 
PURLEY'Royal Oak Centre. 
Tel: 01-668 6845 

Tel: 83019 
REIGAfE87 Bell S t Tel: 40447 
S L O U G H 302 High S t 
Tel: 23718 
STR E A T H A M ' 72 Streatham 
High RdlTel: 01-769 5786 
SURBITON 177 Hook Rd., 
Ace of Spades. Tel: 01 -397 0013 
WATFQRD 200 S t Albans Rd. 
Tel: 20088 

PAIGNTON 7 HydeRd. 
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flfiss.—" Callan said. 
" Miss Lomax," said the 

girl. • Christ ine Lomax." I 'm 
Sandy's—Mr, Keith 's P.A.— 
personal assistant . We'd been 
researching a programme' on 
cities in decay—that 's why We 
were in Cordoba—and— " ., , 

" A n d we saw A l f r e d 
Dawes,'' said Kei th . 

'• Co«2d you tell us exactly 
wh-'.re ? " Callan asked. 

Keith said a t once, " I 
don't remember. Neither does 
Kirsty." He settled himself 
into his tellv pundit 's pose ' 
and reachpd for his pipe—a 
gesture Callan had seen h im 
make . a dozen times, fust 
before he switched off t h e 
set. 

" A funny th ine about 
memory." said Keith. " I t : 
almost always needs what is; 
called n trigger . I knew 
Dawes for almost 15 vears—; 
knew him. observed him. wa.r 
rioncerned with him. I still 
am concerned." - ' 

Callan nodded, a s If in-
agreement. " That's why you 
shopped him," he said. . • • 

Again i t •wasMiss Loihax 
who dispilayed anger; < 

" N o - indeed," said Keith.-
" I t was why 1 did my duty-
as a citizen . . - . W h y I 'm -try
ing to do i t now—if only you' 
could supply - that trigger I 

Mansons is murder ," ^ a i d 
Lonely. " I t could take hours ." 

•• Take as long as you like," 
said C a l l a n " The owner's 
axoav." 

"You ' r e , sure ? " : ' - - - > : 
Solemnly CaUan- licked his 

finger.:; "Cross my heart and 
trove, to ,die. -fAnd Til be ydur 
minder, won't•.I ?~": : .'• x \ \ 

'Oh well. In t h a t case ," 
said Lonely, and suddenly 
the re /was no h in t of a smell. 
•••You're on, Mr. Cal lan. 
Always happy . to- oblige: a 
friend. . . Could I have i t in 
o n c e r s ? " 

. He ?ot It In . oncers, arid 
opened uo Kei th 's gaff In a 
manne r t h a t was an educat ion 
just to •svatch. first waiting in 
cover for the P a n d a car to 
drive by. then a quick, h i p 
round the back to Imniobilise 
t he a l a rm, svstem bv t h e 
kitchen window, then slowlv, 
painstakingly, cut t ing a hole 
in the window, reaching 
through to,, unscrew a second 
a larm, before he swung the 
•window.; wide, .c l imbed: ' i n 
without: a sound, and onenrd 
t h e back\dO(Or t o a d m i t 
Cal lan . i 

They wefit. to the" drawing 
room. , a n d Lonely' opened 
Up •• t h e . 'filing5 cabinet- fof 
Gallah. to browsfe through \ , , 
Lonely ;wandeWd restlessl-y, 
a n d flriished'; uo, by a ptlasi 

• held: ' 
requested." . . . ., 

And there. i t was : unless.you display ::cas€ i - that held: -f 
tell m e what you'll do.: to- : collectioh of\ .'sntiff boxes 
Dawes, I won;t tell you ar C a M n : lookedV Vit̂ - then :•; 
damn thing. L'oni>lv • loved: .'?m(t'' boxes 

Cal lan told Keith, wha t be, • " S e e . . / i / . 'yot*: .^^^ 
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